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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 5389] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5389) for the relief of Ching Wong Keau (Mrs. Ching Sen), 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the readmission into the 
United States of Ching Wong Keau (Mrs. Ching Sen), who is a former 
resident of the United States and the mother of 11 United States 
citizen children. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneticiary of the bill is an aged lady who was lawfully admitted 
into the United States for permanent residence in 1896 and who 
resided in the Territory of Hawaii continuously for a period of 37 
years, from 1896 to 1933. Subsequent to her long residence in Hawaii, 
she proceeded to China with her husband on a temporary visit after 
securing a reentry permit to insure her right to return to ber domicile 
in the United States. During the course of her temporary stay in 
China her husband fell seriously ill and she felt compelled to remain 
with him until he had recovered his health. As a result her reentry 
permit expired before she was able to return to the United States. 
Subsequently Mrs. Ching made successive attempts to return to her 
domicile and to rejoin her large family in the United States, but all 
proved unavailing. Despite repeated failures, Mrs. Ching persisted 
in her efforts which were suspended only during the years of World 
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War II. The facts in this case show that Mrs. Ching, during her 37 
years of residence in the United States, gave birth to and brought up 
11 children. Her progeny now includes 30 grandchildren and 10 
great grandchildren, all of whom are United States citizens and are 
residing in the United States. Two of Mrs. Ching’s grandchildren 
served in the Armed Forces of the United States during World War 
II, one of whom, First Lt. Robert H. Ching, was killed in action, and 
the other, Elliott M. Ching, was honorably discharged. At the time 
of her departure for her temporary visit in China, Mrs. Ching owned 
property, both real and personal, in the Territory of Hawaii and 
entrusted the care of this property to Ernest Kon Su Ching, her third 
child. Throughout her absence abroad, Mrs. Ching retained sums 
of money in Hawaii and drew on these periodically only for her 
immediate needs. Seven of Mrs. Ching’s offspring, all of whom are 
citizens of the United States and gainfully employed in the Territory 
of Hawaii, have executed affidavits attesting to their willingness and 
ability to provide a home for, and to guarantee full support of, their 
aged mother. Of the 41 living members of this large family, 40 
reside in the United States and only Mrs. Ching, by force of circum- 
stances beyond her control, is living abroad. 

Delegate Joseph R. Farrington, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and made the following statement in 
support of the bill: 


Mr. Chairman, I am appearing before your committee in support of H. R. 5389, 
for the relief of Ching Wong Keau (Mrs. Ching Sen). 

This bill was introduced at the request of Mrs. Sau Ung Loo Chan, an attorney 
in Honolulu, after long efforts to bring about the return of Mrs. Ching to this 
country. 

Mrs. Ching, who is now 76 years of age, came to Honolulu in 1896 and resided 
there for a period of 37 years until 1933 when she left with her husband for China 
on a temporary visit. She secured a reentry permit so that she could return to 
her home in Honolulu. However, while she was in China her husband became 
seriously ill and they were unable to return. Her husband died in 1935 and Mrs. 
Ching then endeavored to return to this country. The war intervened before she 
was able to complete her arrangements and nothing further could be done for 
her until the termination of hostilities. 

Mrs. Ching is the mother of 11 children all born in the Territory of Hawaii and, 
consequently, American citizens. In addition she has 30 grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren, all American citizens. Two of her grandchildren served in 
the Armed Forces of the United States during World War II, one of whom was 
killed in action. 

I am informed that Mrs. Ching has exhausted all administrative remedies to 
—— her to return to this country. I am submitting a letter I have received 

rom the Visa Division of the Department of State explaining why she is unable to 
qualify for nonquota status and, consequently, will have to return to this country 
under the quota. It is very evident that with the tremendous oversubscription 
of the Chinese quota it will be many years before Mrs. Ching can expect to enter 
this country on that basis. 

Mrs. Ching is an old lady and probably has few more years to live. If, for no 
other reason than compassion, I believe that she should be allowed to return to 
her home in Hawaii to spend her last days with her large American-citizen family. 

I have filed with the committee affidavits and other correspondence in support 
of this legislation. 
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In addition, Delegate Farrington submitted to the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives, the following letter 
from the Acting Chief of the Visa Division, Department of State: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 11, 1951. 
Hon, Joseru R. FARRINGTON, 
House of Representatives. 

My Dear Mr. Farrinetron: I refer to Mrs. Turner’s letter of August 29, 1951, 
transmitting the attached correspondence regarding the case of Mrs. Ching Wong 
Keau (Mrs. Ching Sen), who has been endeavoring over a period of years to return 
to her family in Hawaii. Reference is also made to the Department’s interim 
acknowledgment of August 31. 

In a communication recently received from the American consulate general at 
Hong Kong, that office reported that Mrs. Ching was interviewed on July 23, 1951, 
and was informed that her application for a nonquota immigration visa under 
section 4 (b) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, had been disapproved 
because she could not meet the requirements for classification as a returning alien 
under that section of the law. Title 22, section 42.213 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations provides that the burden of proof rests upon a returning resident 
alien applying for a nonquota immigration visa under section 4 (b) of the act to 
show: (a) that he previously has been admitted lawfully into the United States 
for permanent residence; (b) that he departed from the United States with the 
intention of returning to reside in the United States; (c) that he has an unrelin- 
quished domicile in the United States; (d) that his stay.abroad, if protracted, was 
caused by justifiable reasons over which he had little or no control and for which 
he was not responsible. 

In view of the inability of Mrs. Ching to qualify for nonquota section 4 (b) 
status because of her failure to present satisfactory evidence covering all of the 
points enumerated above, it will be necessary for her to be in possession of a quota 
immigration visa in order to return to Hawaii to reside with members of her 
family. Unfortunately, there are not now available any numbers under the quota 
for Chinese for applicants in the situation of Mrs. Ching and it is impossible to 
give any indication at this time when she might expect to have her application 
for a quota immigration visa processed. 

The appealing aspects of this case are fully appreciated by the Department. 
However, no official of the executive branch of the Government has authority to 
accord her exceptional treatment. 

Sincerely vours, 
Exviot B. Cou.rer, 
Acting Chief, Visa Division. 

Senator Richard Nixon has introduced a bill, S. 2024, in the Senate 
and in view of the fact that the committee is reporting favorably on 
the instant bill, the bill, S. 2024, will be indefinitely postponed. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5389) should be enacted. 
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